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David F. Lilley, Post 14, 

Puerto Vallarta and Banderas Bay 

The American Legion, Department of Mexico 

 

Executive Committee Meeting, 5 September 2013 

 

M-I-N-U-T-E-S 

 
I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 12:05 by Commander Dennis 

Rike, who also offered the Invocation. Also in attendance were Ron Abbe, Ad 

Dalebout, Norm Deveroux, Rudy García, Ed Griffin, Cheryl Kehler, Jim 

Mawdesley, David Noah, David Puckett, Carla Scott, Phil Weinstein, Tom Wood, 

and the undersigned. Our host was Captain Don´s Bar.    

 

II. Introduction of Guests:  Ron Sharpe and Don Olson, who both will be joining as 

members. 

 

III.   Death of a Member;  Sick Call:  Dennis announced the passing of member Doug 

Hoffman last week.  There will be a memorial, which will be announced.  Member 

Fred Riley has had another stroke.  The good news is that he has recently been 

approved for 100% disability, which means that his medical emergency costs will 

be handled very expeditiously by the VA with no up-front out-of-pocket charges for 

him.   

 

IV. Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting of 1 August 2013:  It was MSC to 

approve the minutes as sent out.   

 

V. Committee Reports 
 

A. Finance Committee:  Jim Mawdesley, Treasurer, reported that we are 

changing the way associate member dues are posted into general revenue.  

There are five associate members currently shown on the roster, and there 

may be several more. There was extensive discussion about the possibility of 

signing on to PayPal, but it was informally agreed that we shouldn´t pursue 

this until we have obtained Mexican not-for-profit status.  

 

B. Community Service Programs:  Dennis pointed out that, on a separate 

table, there are pictures of several of our projects:  the playground, School 

for the Deaf, and Busca Un Amigo.  We are finishing up at the Santa 

Bárbara clinic and at Boca de Tomatlán.  At the clinic we painted a hall 

inside of D.I.V., the program for the disabled, and we are putting on a new 

tile roof for which we had to buy materials.  It is almost done.  At Boca, a 

wall was put in which will be painted, and a sidewalk will be put in next to it 

using the extra sand and cement. The kitchen work at Boca will be a second 



 

2 

 

phase.  There was a meeting with D.I.F.(Desarrollo Integral de la Familia) 

(Integrated Family Development).  We are thinking of adopting a 

playground in Aurora for improvement and maintenance.  We will purchase 

a weed whacker and rakes.  This is a Jay Sadler project.   

 

C. Membership:  Ron Abbe reported that 57 members are paid up, and another 

25 have not yet paid but are expected to.  There are a few new members in 

the offing, so we have a potential for 86 members right now.  The 

membership application has been updated and sent out, reduced to one page.  

If you are here by yourself, it is a good thing to have one of these on file 

with the American Legion Post 14 so that we can help in the case of an 

emergency situation.   

 

VI. Old Business: 

 

A. Posters:  These announce the presence of the American Legion Post 14 here 

in Puerto Vallarta, and can be placed on walls in businesses.  Norm had 

ordered these three, one of which is framed, but others may order them also 

if they know of a place where they can be displayed.   

 

B. Web Site:  David Puckett announced that he is redoing and updating the web 

page.  Dennis has put together a list of very brief bio´s of the officers, which 

can be put on the web page.   

 

C. Mexican Senior Citizen´s Card:  Dennis announced that, in the meeting 

with D.I.F. it had been agreed that they would set aside six senior cards for 

our members.  As members have heard, there has been an interruption in the 

availability of these cards with the change in the Presidential administration 

in Mexico, and it has been impossible to apply for several months.  For this 

reason, and because many of our members are interested in having the card 

and its attendant discounts on many items, Dennis has obtained a 

commitment that we will receive an early supply of the card and 

appointment times, when they become available.  Members were reminded 

of the necessary documents:  (1) the original and a copy of your current 

residency document, i.e., FM-2 or FM-3; (2) proof of domicile, which can be 

the original, and a copy, of a recent telephone, electric, or water bill; and (3) 

two recent photographs, child size, which is called tamaño infantil.   

 

D. VA and Medicare Services:  Phil Weinstein has been developing a letter to 

be the basis of a petition from the American Legion to Senators and 

Congressmen, and other politicians, in the United States regarding our 

inability to use Medicare services, and in most cases VAMC services, when 

outside of the United States.  This is particularly difficult for those of us who 

are retired and living here full-time.  There is an Association of American 

Residents Overseas with which he has been in contact, and he has also been 

working on a list of all members of Congress who had time in the military 

service.  There was a discussion of the possibility of us drafting a position 
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paper on this issue.  There are very poor data regarding Americans living in 

Mexico, their ages, sex, work vs. retired status, where they are, etc.  If one 

“googles” about this, one is faced with a lack of good, solid information.   

 

VII. New Business 

 

A. Tools.  We are trying to create a cache of tools that we can use for projects.  

If you have tools that you don´t use, you can donate them.   

 

B. Shot Glasses.  We have 30 shot glasses with the American Legion logo on 

them, which Café Roma got for us.  

 

C. Golf Shirts.  The blue golf shirts are now available for $110 Pesos each, and 

$10 pesos more with your name on it.  It was MSC to approve the design.   

 

D. Fundraising.  Bonnie, who had helped us before with fundraising, is now 

back on board.   

 

E. An American in Jail.  Kelly Trainor has reported that there is an American 

in jail with no clothes.  We are collecting khaki or grey clothes.  We don´t 

yet know whether or not he is a veteran.   

 

F. Banderas Bay Initiative (Iniciativa Bahía de Banderas).  Rick and Cher of 

The Navy League have two workers organizing the cleaning of the rivers 

and streams.  They write up their project and get it published in newspapers, 

and they are willing to help get publicity for our projects.   

 

G. Fly-Back Insurance.  There is a policy that can be purchased through The 

American Legion which gives travelers to Mexico ninety days of fly-back 

coverage if they are ill.  This would not benefit members living here full-

time, but would work for those who travel here for short periods, because the 

coverage works for up to ninety days from leaving the United States.   

 

H. Jay Sadler Yacht.  Jay Sadler´s Yacht is available to The American Legion 

for promoting our community relations projects.  It has a captain and crew.   

 

VIII. Good of the Order:  Ron Abbe was at the National Convention, and brought back 

certificates of appreciation that can given to people and businesses that help us with 

projects.   

 

IX. Next Meeting.  The next Membership Meeting will be at 12 Noon on Tuesday, 17 

September 2013 at Steve´s Sports Bar.  The next Executive Committee Meeting will 

be at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, 3 October 2013, at Nacho Daddy.        

 

X. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully, 
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(s) Russ Mills, Adjutant 


