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David F. Lilley, Post 14, 

Puerto Vallarta and Banderas Bay 

The American Legion, Department of Mexico 

 
Membership Meeting, 21 October 2014 

 

M-I-N-U-T-E-S 
  

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 11:02 a.m. by Commander 

Dennis Rike.  Chaplain Janson gave the invocation, and there was a moment of 

silence in respect for the flag.  Our host was Steve´s Bar.  

 

II. Guests:  Jim Armstead, U.S. Navy, a disabled Vietnam veteran, is retired and living 

full-time in Bucerias with his wife, Contessa, also present at the meeting.  He is a 

VFW member from the Alaska and Seattle areas.  Also present was Tom Baumruck, 

U.S. Navy.  Dennis Rike invited them to join AL Post 14. 

 

III. Members Present: Del Duvall, Stan Francis, Rudy Garcia, Dennis Janson, Joe 

Kaminski, Cheryl Kehler, Jim Mawdesley, Russ Mills, Ken Ragatz, Richard 

Rideout, Dennis Rike, Jim Rockway, Don Schlingler, Mark Schmiedeberg, Nick 

Scott, and Leo Truluck. 

 

IV. Sick Call:  Nick Scott reported that he had heard from Ron Abbe that Fred Crowley 

is in the hospital in Colorado with pneumonia and lung problems.  Jay Sadler is still 

in the U.S., having problems with his legs, and is not yet ready to return to Puerto 

Vallarta.  

 

V. Approval of Minutes of the Membership Meetings of 16 September 2014:  It 

was MSC to approve the minutes as sent out. 

 

VI. Committee Reports:  

 

A. Community Relations:  Dennis Rike reported that we received a calendar 

and license plate from Wounded Warriors for our donation last year.  Dennis 

went to a meeting with Consular Agent Kelly Trainor about disaster 

preparedness.  There are wardens for different parts of town.  Kelly put a 

notice on their web site about volunteer opportunities with The American 

Legion.  The Adjutant in Chapala is forming a Sons of American Legion 

squadron, for male descendents of members of The American Legion. The 

Saturday farmers market at the Paradise Community Center is closing down 

because of termites.   
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 The Santa Barbara Clinic wants us to come back and do some more work.   

The Banderas Bay Women´s Shelter wants us to help move furniture.  

Schools in Ixtapa and San Jose need help.  We did painting in the bathroom 

at Corazon de Niña.  Shortly we will finish the project of getting exercise 

equipment into the police facility in Las Juntas.   

 

 Two weeks ago the municipality had an event, attended by 300 individuals, 

in which recognition awards were given out to 10 organizations, including 

one to Post 14 for the work done in the community over the past year and a 

half.  

 

B. Finance Committee:  Jim Mawdesley, Treasurer, passed around a current 

statement, as well as a proposed budget for the year commencing on 1 

January.  We have a bank balance in excess of $73,000 pesos.  

 

C. Torpedoes:  The Torpedoes won two games and play again this Sunday.  

This is just like high school football in the U.S.  We need more AL patches 

for uniforms.  It was MSW to provide them. 

 

D. Membership:  Ron is not here today, but Nick said he can collect the money 

for those who wish to pay up their membership.  

 

E. Busco Un Amigo:  New tile is in the pool but the pipes underneath are 

leaking, it is empty, and no one is using it.  The inside wall area needs to be 

repainted.  There is a big screen on the window that the kids keep pushing 

out.  We need to put in aluminum to keep it from pushing out and ripping.  

Ken and Dennis will follow-up on this.   

 

F. Chili Cook-Off:  No report, but still scheduled. 

  

G. Service Officer:  Cheryl Kehler reported that we had a meeting with the 

Lakeside Medical Group from Chapala, and that the Group plans to set up 

operations here in Puerto Vallarta, possibly at the Medasist and Javier 

hospitals.  Persons with service connected disabilities can get medical 

services there, including billing services.  One has to register with Lakeside, 

which can be done on-line.  More information about this will be 

forthcoming.   

 

 Charlie Henshaw has cancer and needs chemotherapy, but his insurance 

refused to cover the drugs here.  He had refused to go back to the United 

States for medical services, and the situation was beyond the ability of his 

wife to help him.  He needed medi-vac, which we cannot pay for.  His doctor 

drove him to San Antonio, Texas, and he is now there.   
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 Another issue was a member who had died in Tepic.  The mother, who lives 

there, began receiving benefits, but they were then cut.  Cheryl was having a 

hard time getting assistance, but now has a better contact in hand.  Beverly 

Huffman is still having problems.  Paperwork has gone in for a survivor 

benefit for her.   

   

VII. Old Business: 
 

A. Veterans Day/Remembrance Day Event:  We will buy tacos for the kids 

that play in the band, after the event on 11 November.    

 

B. Oktoberfest:  12 November.  Carla has tickets.  There is a handout in 

English and in Spanish.   

 

C. PV Poker Tour/Pub Crawl:  This was originally scheduled for the first 

Saturday in December, but the Navy League Toys for Tots program is that 

day, so the Pub Tour is rescheduled for the second Saturday.  

 

D. Wedge Caps:  A dozen have been ordered for our events.  

 

E. Plaque in Sea Monkey:  A new plaque honoring Norm has been installed 

where he sat in Sea Monkey.  

 

F. Last Will and Testament:  Members are reminded of information gathered 

by Dennis Janson and distributed previously.  If you own property in 

Mexico, you need a Mexican will.   

 

VIII. New Business: Grant Request from Punta de Mita Foundation:  We will be 

working with Rotary, which will be the fiscal agent, in applying for funds to help 

with the construction of the new facility at the School for the Deaf.  

 

IX. Good of the Order, Member Concerns, Announcements:   

 

A. American Legion Resolutions:  Ron Abbe brought back books of AL 

resolutions on various issues, available for interested members to read.  

 

B. Bucerias Newsletter:  Elaine Eckart will include an AL monthly meeting 

notice. 

 

C. Press Release:  We have prepared a press release about our events.   

 

D. Benefit Cuts:  Two members received notices that their benefits were being 

cut by 50% because progress was being made with the type of cancer 

derived from exposure to Agent Orange.  This most disturbing news needs to 

be looked into.   
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X.    Next Meeting:  The next Executive Committee meeting will take place at 11:00 

a.m. on Thursday, 6 November 2014, at Café Roma, Calle Encino No. 287, 

Upstairs.  The next Membership Meeting will take place at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 

November 18 at Steve´s Bar.   
  

XI. Adjournment:  The meeting was closed at 12:05 p.m.   

 

Respectfully,  

 

 

 

/s/ Russ Mills, Adjutant 


