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David F. Lilley, Post 14, 

Puerto Vallarta and Banderas Bay 

The American Legion, Department of Mexico 

 

Membership Meeting, 21 May 2013 

 

M-I-N-U-T-E-S 

 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 12:00 Noon by Dennis Rike, 

Commander.  Our host was Nacho Daddy´s.    

 

Invocation:  Chaplain Janson offered the invocation, which was followed, at Dennis´s 

request, by a moment of silence.   

 

Introductions:  Guests were introduced and welcomed:  John Murphy, Coast Guard; 

Dominick Westfall, Marine Corps, and wife; Bruce Moran and wife.  Members introduced 

themselves:  Ron Abbe, Jim Brockway, Brian Caldwell, Adrian Dalbout, Norm Deveroux, 

Stan Francis, Ed Griffin, Doug Huffman, Dennis Job, Dennis Johnson, Joe Kaminski, 

Cheryl Kehlen, Sam Le Beau, Russ Mills, Jon Murphy, Ken Raigatz, Dennis Rike, Nicolas 

Scott, Don Shinslou, and Mark Walker. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes having been sent out beforehand, it was Moved, 

Seconded, and Carried (MSC) To approve the minutes of the meeting of April 15, 

2013.   
 

Committee Report --  Finance:  Nick reported the sale of a set of patio table and chairs for 

$1,300 pesos; this was then donated back.  $34,811 pesos are on hand.  He raised the issue 

of our need to find a place for the funds, as he is sometimes out of town.   It was MSC 

That the Finance Committee meet and review where funds should be kept, i.e., bank 

or investment account, and report back with a recommendation at the next 

Membership Meeting. 

 

Election of New Member:  It was MSC To approve the membership application of 

Dominick Westfall.   
 

Communications:  

 

1. $1,557 pesos were donated from Blake’s Sports Bar.  

2. The Vallarta Tribune is going to list us as a charity. 

3. The Banderas News has already listed us as a charity.  

4. Dennis will be on 91.9 Radio, getting the word out about our activities.  
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Old Business: 

 

1. Committee Formation:  It was MSC To approve the following committees:  (1) 

Mexican Naval Hospital, (2) Community Service Programs, (3) American 

Football Team, and (4) Finance.   

 

2. Mexican Naval Hospital:  A letter was written to Kelly Trainor, the local U.S. 

Consular Agent, and she is going to meet with some of our members.  She has 

written us that disabled veterans are eligible for the Foreign Medical Program.  The 

arrangement is a complicated one, between the Veteran and the doctor.  We have 

two service officers here who help veterans with disabilities, but it is the doctor who 

prescribes the treatment.  Our purpose in working with the Naval Hospital is to 

secure emergency services and stabilization for those Veterans, who are members of 

Post 14, who are doing charity work here, who are not otherwise covered.  Agent 

Trainor has asked for an e-mail from us outlining all of our programs in the 

community, as well as what the hospital would be doing for us.  Today, after this 

meeting, we will develop a list of criteria which we would use in determining which 

veterans would be appropriate for accessing services at the Naval Hospital.   

 

3. Web Links:  We will be putting links on our web page so members may have 

access to sign-up information for the IMSS (Instituto Mexicano de Seguro Social) 

worker´s health insurance and also for the Mexican Senior Citizens (over sixty) 

card, which is good for a number of discounts available in Mexico.    

 

4. Convention Update:  Ron Abbe reported that we are essentially ready.  We´ve got 

the Tequila and are looking for small bags to put the gifts for convention attendees.  

We need to have a Convention Committee meeting soon.  There will be five voting 

delegates, and these are chosen by the Commander of the Post, Dennis Rike.  

 

New Business: 

 

1. Constitution and Bylaws:  The Committee will meet and have a document ready 

for approval at the next regular membership meeting.   

 

2. Web Page:  Need to update.  It was MSC To authorize up to $100 U.S.D. for 

expenses to update the web page.  (The Chair announced at the end of the meeting 

that we just received a $1,000 peso donation from Dennis Job towards updating the 

web page.)  

 

3. Community Relations:  Jay Sadler (not the American Legion) spent $13,000 pesos 

on paint, brushes, etc., for the school for the deaf.   

 

A new poster will be put around town to connect visitors to the web page so that 

they can participate in volunteer work.   

 

We met with the Mayor´s (Municipal President´s) schools appointee.  We will be 

helping the schools with painting.  
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When we do a project with the Jay Sadler Project or the Navy League, we can make 

a notice so there will be more recognition of what we do.   

 

There was a van tour last Thursday by seven members to visit Colonia Volcanes, to 

the school where Fox (Café Roma) provides the computer and English classes to 

many students.  We also stopped at the Senior Home and Day Care center, which 

has ten 2-person rooms completed and in operation and ten more under 

construction.  This is a clean, well-run facility, notwithstanding the very small staff.   

 

4. Future Meetings:  Dennis expressed his concern that meetings be held where the 

members can see and hear each other.  We need to have seating for 25 people, and 

having a microphone, like we had at this meeting, really makes a difference.   Also 

under consideration is starting the meetings at 11:00 a.m. instead of 12:00 Noon.  

The June meeting will be back at Steve´s Sports Bar.   

 

Announcements and Member Comments 

 

1. Convention Attendance:  A list is going around that individuals may sign. 

 

2. Convention T-Shirts:  Norm and Troy got 50 shirts.  There is a list going around so 

people can sign up so the shirts will be available in the size and number that people 

want.   

 

3. Convention Work Detail:  For putting labels on bottles for final assembly on June 

9 or 10 at Steve´s Sports Bar, per Ron Abbe.  

 

4. Café Roma Pizza Day:  This coming Saturday, 50%-off pizza day at Café Roma, 

with the proceeds going to the American Legion and the Navy League.  This will go 

on every Saturday during low season.  Bring your American Legion or Navy 

League ID.  One check and all your guests get the same deal.  A percent of the 

proceeds go back to the American Legion.  

 

5. Silent Auction:  November.  

 

6. Denial of Disability Benefits:  It was stated that, if you are denied, you should get 

all the background information together and go through at least one appeal.   

 

7. Executive Committee Meeting: Thursday, June 6, 12 Noon, at Café Roma.  

 

8. Membership Meeting:  Tuesday, June 18, 12 Noon, at Steve´s Sports Bar.   

 

Adjournment:  12:45 p.m.   

 

Respectfully, 

 

Russ Mills, Acting Secretary 


